JUAN OGALLA – flamenco dancer

Juan Ogalla was born in Cádiz in 1974.  He first became well-known as a flamenco dancer when he partnered with Christina Hoyos over 7 years (1993-2000) performing with Compañia Andaluza de Danza.
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His first teacher was with Concha Baras (San Fernando), he later studied with several others including Manolo Marín (Seville), Manolete (Granada), Matilde Coral (Seville), Carmen Cortés (Madrid), El Guito (Madrid), and Javier La Torre (Cordoba).

His solo début was in 1982 at the Gran Teatro Falla de Cádiz with the production Las Calles de Cai directed by Carmen Giráldez from then until 1987 he formed part of Los Niños de la Tertulia de la Isla, under the direction of Conchas Baras, touring Spain with a total of 250 performances performing in all the principal flamenco festivals.

In 1988 Juan toured Austria and Switzerland as a guest artist with the production Rincón Andaluz directed by Angelita Gómez.  In the following year he formed a  part of the Manuel Morao company and debuted in Paris at the theatre Edward VII with the performance Flamenco, Esa forma de Vivir.  Later he performed with Gypsy Passion, which successfully ran on Broadway for two and a half months.

1n 1992 he collaborated with Cristina Hoyo’s dance company for a performance at the closing of the Olympic Games in Barcelona.  In that same year he also toured with dancer Manuela Carrasco.

In 1996 he performed as a soloist at Casa Patas (Madrid and in 1998 he premied La Tirana, directed by María Pagés in the Flamenco Biennale de Sevilla.  The following year he performed as a soloist at the Teatro Central (Seville) under the flamenco series Flamenco Viene del Sur which also was presented at the Teatro Alhambra in Granada and Noche Flamenca at Casa Patas in Madrid.

Now performing as an independent artist, he began touring a Japan, performing with Yoko Kmoatsubara and at the Muestra Andaluza de Jóvenes Valores del Baile Flamenco at Corral de Carbón in Granada.  Later in New York he was the principal dancer for Andalucía Lejana y Flamenco Sensacional.  Juan performed in Sao Paulo (brasil) at the Teatro Municipal and also was a guest artist at the Church Harlem Theatre in New York.
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In 2001 he collaborated a second time with Yoko Komatsubara with the show Presente, Pasado y… in Tokyo (Japan), at the Teatro Calderón (Madrid) and at Teatro Imperial (Seville).  In March he toured France and in June he performed a the International Hannover Festival and the International Festival of Mont de Marssan as a guest artist with Beatriz Martín.  In April he went back to New York with the show Flamenco Blue Impressions.  In July he performed at the Granada International festival for Music and Dance.  The New World Flamenco Festival invited him in August to perform with the show Colores at the Barclay Theatre in  Irvine and Los Angeles (California).  In September he toured 23 different theatres with the production Carmen with dancer Lola Greco.   He was later was invited to perform at the Yerbabuena Centre for the Arts in San Francisco with the production Ensayo.

 In 2001 he formed his own company and debuted Soniquete Flamenco at the Manuel Theatre (Malta) and was consequently invited to perform at the European Youth Festival (Turkey) Butrinti Festival (Albania), Siete Luas Festival (Portugal), among others.

Standing out among his solo performances is his participation in the ceremony for the enlargement of the European Union in Austria in 2004 and at the Festival de Jerez in 2005, in which he also performs as an invited soloist this year.
Online video clip:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWM6mX6umvY
